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Welcome from David Aston, Headteacher 
Welcome to Wilburton Church of England Primary School.  We are delighted that you 
have chosen our school for your child, and we look forward to getting to know you and 
your family.  This information booklet tells you more about our school, so you know 
what to expect when your child starts.  There is a section particularly for children 
starting in Reception.  If you have any further questions or would like to meet with 
myself or a member of the teaching staff, please don’t hesitate to get in touch: Aileen 
and Dawn in the School Office will be very happy to help you.  Our aim is to make your 
child’s transition to our school smooth and straightforward, so he or she quickly feels 
relaxed, at home and ready to thrive in their new environment.   

 

Welcome from David Gould, Chair of Governors 
On behalf of the Governing Body, I would also like to welcome you to our school. We 
are a team of volunteers with a wide range of skills and experience, who are all 
committed to creating the right environment to enable your child to realise their full 
potential during their time here. We are privileged to work in partnership with the 
Headteacher and all school staff to ensure that this happens.  Our key roles are: to 
ensure clarity of vision, ethos and the strategic direction of the school; to hold executive 
leaders to account for the educational performance of the school and its pupils; and to 
oversee the financial performance of the school, making sure its money is well spent.  I 
very much look forward to meeting you in the near future and sincerely hope that your 
children enjoy their time at Wilburton Church of England Primary School. You can 
contact me through the School Office if you would like to find out more about the 
Governing Body. 

 

Our Vision, Values and Ethos 
At Wilburton C of E Primary School, our vision is for our school to be filled with love and learning, where 
children feel safe, valued and known as individuals, supported and challenged.  This vision is encapsulated in 
our mission statement: for everyone to reach their full potential, learning to love and loving to learn. 
 
We set out to achieve this vision through teaching our three core values: love, wellbeing, excellence.   
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Love 
be kind; show respect 
We teach children to understand and acknowledge the impact their actions have on others, and to change 
their behaviour as necessary.  We also help them to recognise, understand and respond to the emotions 
and behaviours of others.  Children are taught how to share resources and ideas to work towards a 
common goal.  Finally, children learn to respect and value ideas, opinions, cultures and religions, and to 
enjoy, care for and serve the world around us. 
 

 
Above: Foxes Class mark Remembrance Day, November 2020 

 
 
Wellbeing 
healthy minds; healthy bodies 
We teach children how to keep their bodies healthy, and give 
them lots of opportunities to improve their physical health.  
Children learn to name, understand and express their 
emotions, so they have confidence to succeed when faced with 
challenges.  We encourage children to enjoy and appreciate 
living in the moment.  
 
 

 
Above: Making vegetable soup using produce 
from the school allotment.   
Right: Classes make daily use of of the school 
running track; children enjoy the new 
traversing wall at breaks and lunchtimes too 
and they are taught mindfulness in class. 
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Excellence 
dream big; achieve big 
Our curriculum encourages children to ask questions and seek understanding.  It challenges them to try 
new things and increases their ability to push themselves with determination, concentration and resilience.  
We celebrate everyone and their own achievements. 
 

 
 

Above: Children proudly show their work on Mary Anning and Fossils. 
 

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbour as yourself.” 

Luke 10:27 
 
We believe our school values – wellbeing, love and excellence – are rooted in the Greatest Commandment: 
to love God, your neighbour and yourself. By taking care of ourselves and those around us, and by working 
hard to achieve excellence, we are worshipping God. 
 

We are a Church of England school and we are 
proud of our Christian ethos and our links with the 
churches in Wilburton village.  For example, at the 
festivals to celebrate Harvest, Advent, Easter and 
St Peter’s Day, children lead a service for the 
school and community at St Peter’s Church.  We 
also regularly visit the Baptist Church.  However, 
we welcome and serve children and families from 
different faiths and none.  Collective Worship, and 
times of prayer and reflection are always 
invitational and inclusive for all.   
 
 
 

In normal times, we visit the church for key services during the year.  
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How We Live Our Values 
 

 
 
Our three school values are exemplified in the statements above, which tell us how everyone should do 
things at our school.  We have designed and written a school curriculum for our school which teaches children 
how to develop the skills required to be successful in these values.  These skills are: 
 

Empathy Respect Collaboration Curiosity 

Focus Initiative Resilience Risk-Taking 

Emotional Intelligence Spiritual Wellbeing Self-Compassion Physical Health 

 
Each subject has a clear intent statement for the whole school, combining knowledge and skills.  Units of 
work build towards a final high-quality outcome or an assessment task, which includes a focus on oracy. 
More information can be found at http://www.wilburton.cambs.sch.uk/index.php/parents/curriculum    
 
Throughout the school curriculum and the environment, a significant focus is placed on developing children’s 
vocabulary and oracy skills.  Every class has a programme of taught words each week, and children are taught 
and expected to use their vocabulary to express their ideas and to reason with others.   
 

 
Left: Children take on the role of teaching 
today’s Mrs Wordsmith vocabulary word. 
 
We work hard to develop children’s 
emotional intelligence and improve 
wellbeing, teaching them about regulating 
emotions and practical strategies to solve 
problems.  Classes have regular lessons on 
these ‘Zones of Regulation’ to help develop 
their emotional control.  Additional wellbeing 
and mental health support is offered to 
children who need it, through trained school 
staff and external therapists.  A restorative 
justice approach is used to resolve conflict in 
the classroom or on the playground. 

 
Further information for parents about the Zones of Regulation emotional programme can be found at 
http://www.wilburton.cambs.sch.uk/index.php/parents/zones-of-regulation  
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Behaviour 
Our behaviour policy is rooted in our school aim:  
For everyone to reach their full potential, learning to love and loving to learn. 
This states that every child deserves the best possible start in life and the support that enables them to fulfil 
their potential.  We believe that by supporting children to develop their skills in our three school values of 
love, excellence and wellbeing, they will achieve this aim.  At Wilburton CE Primary School we have a culture 
in which everyone in our school community tries to prioritise prosocial feelings in the group: This means that 
we are all aspiring to always behave in a way which is positive, helpful and beneficial for others, in both the 
immediate environment and for a potential context in the future.  Our values tell us how we all do things 
here, which brings benefits for everyone and, in turn, ourselves: 

1. In our school we do the things which are helpful and pleasant for others. 
2. In our school we take care of our minds and bodies so that we are healthy, calm and able to learn. 
3. In our school we always try hard and do our best. 

 
Staff expect considerate behaviour and positive, helpful attitudes from all our pupils.  We expect children 
to be prepared for lessons, to walk around the school quietly, to be on-task and to take pride in their work, 
showing that they are using and building on their prior knowledge.  We celebrate effort and achievement in 
the school day, and by awarding house-points for specific value-driven actions, recognising achievements in 
celebration assemblies and displaying work with pride around the school.  When children do not follow our 
school values, protective and educational consequences will follow.  Our detailed behaviour policy is on our 
school website. 

 
 
We do not tolerate bullying at our school 
and, as well as ongoing work during the 
school year, children take part in national 
Anti-Bullying week each November where 
we explore issues and revisit our policy.   
 
Concerns of bullying should always be 
reported; parents can do this in person or 
using the form at 
http://www.wilburton.cambs.sch.uk/ 
index.php/parents/anti-bullying  
W hop[[p  
 

 
Through the academic curriculum, weekly 
British Values assemblies and school 
events such as our annual cultural day, 
children learn to value and respect other 
ways of being and thinking.  There are 
activities each year for pupils to learn to 
take care of and improve the 
environment.   
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Learning Outside the Classroom 
 

A programme of experiences, trips and visits for each year 
group raises aspirations, broadens horizons and develops 
character.  These include maximising the school and local 
environment, for example in Forest School, our outdoor 
learning zones, our nature area, allotment and the local 
village and rural environment; as well as off-site day and 
residential trips to an exciting variety of locations.   
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Houses 
When children start school they are placed in one of our four house groups.  These family groups are mixed 
age from Reception to Year 6; siblings are usually placed in the same house.  Working in these houses 
regularly, children enjoy getting to know and helping children of different ages.  Children are awarded 
house points for good effort and behaviour, and at the end of each week we award the house cup in 
Celebration Assembly.   Every year, pupils from Year 6 are elected as House Captains by the children to 
represent their views.  They work hard to make the school a better place for all pupils and listen regularly 
to the younger members of their houses.     
 
Our houses are named after: 
 

  
Explorer, Neil Armstrong, astronaut and 

aeronautical engineer who was the first person to 
walk on the moon (red house colour). 

Artist, Quentin Blake, the famous illustrator of 
children’s books (yellow house colour). 

 
 

Scientist, writer and mathematician, Ada Lovelace, 
who wrote the first computer algorithm and was 

one of the first computer programmers (blue 
house colour). 

 

Sports Achiever, Lizzy Yarnold, who won 
consecutive gold medals in the skeleton and is 

Britain’s most successful Winter Olympian (green 
house colour) 

 
 
 
In addition to working in class groups, we hope to be able to once again give children opportunities during 
the year to learn and play with others including house projects where they join up with children of all ages 
in their house group.   
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Class Structure and Organisation 
Wilburton Church of England Primary School is a relatively small school, with around 120 pupils on roll.  We 
have four classes: 

 Fieldmice Class for children in Reception and Year 1.  Mr Lennon and Mrs Shepherd are the class 
teachers. 

 Squirrels Class for children in Year 1 and Year 2.  Mrs Sykes and Mrs Winn are the class teachers. 
 Foxes Class for children in Year 3 and Year 4.  Miss Sadler is the class teacher. 
 Hedgehogs Class for children in Year 5 and Year 6.  Mrs Smith is the class teacher. 

 
In the afternoons, children may also be taught by Mrs Williamson and Mr Aston.  Children are also 
supported by our team of fantastic teaching assistants who work across the school.   
 

The School Day 
There is a rolling start to the school day: classroom doors open each morning at 8:45am and children need 
to be in class by 8:55am.  Your child should be collected from the school at 3:15pm.  It is important that we 
know about your collection arrangements.  You will be asked to let us know who can always collect your 
child without daily permission. If someone other than this is collecting your child, you must let us know.  
There is one clipboard for each class. 
 
For each class there are break times and lunchtimes (starting between 12:00-12:30pm, depending on the 
class).  There is daily Collective Worship too. 
 

Attendance 
In order to have a good education, children need to attend school and be on time.  We expect parents to 
support good attendance for their child.  If your child needs to be absent from school on any day, it is 
important that you contact the school as soon as possible and before 10am.  We are obliged to make all 
necessary enquiries to ensure children are safe if we do not hear from you – this includes contacting other 
family members, visiting their home and/or contacting the police.  For any planned days where you wish 
to take your child out of school for any reason, a request for leave of absence form should be completed.  
Please note that absence is only authorised in exceptional circumstances.  More information can be found 
in our Attendance Policy (available on our website). 
 

Lunchtimes 
Below: A current school menu.  There is a three week menu cycle. 
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Jo and Lynne are our fabulous school cooks, and they prepare a variety of freshly cooked meals on-site 
every day.  All meals meet government nutritional guidelines and the kitchen has been certified with the 
highest level of hygiene and food preparation standards.  Children can choose from 2 meal options each 
day, which they do during class registration each morning.  School meals are provided free by the 
government for all children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2!  Meals for children in Year 3 upwards cost 
£2.40 per day, unless the child qualifies for free school meals.  The school lunches are tasty and very 
healthy, and an excellent way for children to try new foods with their friends.  To help introduce Reception 
children to the lunchtime routine and teach them about the foods, all Reception children will collect a 
school lunch (free) when they start to stay for lunch. 
 

Extended School Provision 
 

 
 
We normally offer a range of clubs throughout the year, including sports, music, dance, reading and games. 
Information will be given to parents at the start of each term and is available on our website.  There are no 
clubs in the first week of each term.  We try to keep costs down for parents as much as possible and the 
majority of clubs are free.  
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Uniform and PE Kit 
Our uniform is designed to be inexpensive and practical.  We feel that the uniform is important in giving us 
a sense of group identity and contributes to the ethos of the school.  Our main school uniform colour is  
bottle green with either grey or white.   Uniform with the school logo can be ordered online at 
https://www.pbuniform-online.co.uk/wilburton (samples for sizing are available in the school office); 
however, plain clothing from department or supermarket stores is just as good and is often cheaper.   
 
Children in Reception are really helped by having practical clothes which are easy to take on and off.  
Elasticated waistbands are useful for sudden toilet visits, and Velcro fastenings are good too!  If your child 
cannot yet tie laces, please don’t give them shoes with laces.  Children in Reception can wear PE kits each 
day, because so much of their learning is active, and both indoors and out.  Shoes/trainers should be 
suitable for running in.  All children in school can wear their PE kit all day on days when they have PE.  
Please name all clothing and personal articles. 
 

School Uniform P.E. 
 Green sweatshirt/jumper/cardigan  
 Green fleece for outdoor wear (optional)  
 White / green polo shirt or white shirt 
 Grey or black trousers / shorts / skirt / pinafore dress / 

green check summer dress 
 Plain black shoes or trainers that can be run in (not 

strapless sandals) 
 Black / grey / green socks or tights 

 Green / black (plain) P.E. shorts for 
indoor PE 

 Green T shirt 
 Outdoor tracksuit (navy blue – plain) 
 Trainers (for outdoor PE) 
 Barefoot (for indoor PE) 
 

 
Bags: The school is also able to order book bags, rucksacks and PE bags. 
 
Jewellery and make-up are not allowed.  Children with pierced ears may only wear simple studs. Please 
note that for reasons of safety children MUST remove these for P.E. and swimming, and they must be able 
to do this themselves.  It is not safe to cover them with tape. 
 

Left: The school’s on-site 
swimming pool is used in the 
summer term to develop water 
confidence, water safety and 
swimming skills. 
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What Your Child Needs to Bring to School 
Listed below are the items children need to bring to school with them: 

 water bottle to keep in the classroom to drink throughout the day 
 suitable coat with a hood so they can work and play outside 
 lunch box/bag (if having packed lunch) with a separate drink for lunch 
 for Reception and Year 1/2 children: warm and waterproof clothing for Forest School and Outdoor 

Learning, including a pair of named Wellington boots and a rain jacket 
 reading book and reading record journal (provided by the school) 
 during warmer periods, please ensure your child comes to school with a sunhat and a good layer of 

suncream on in the morning.  If you would like your child to reapply their suncream during the day 
please ensure they are capable of applying it themselves or come to the school at lunchtime. 

 
Classrooms are stocked with stationery, so children do not need to bring pencils etc.  Children should not 
bring in toys from home, or have mobile phones or other electronic devices with them or in their bags.  Our 
cloakrooms are small so we ask that children do not bring in large bags.  Please ensure that all belongings are 
clearly marked with your child’s name. 
 

Parental Involvement and Home Learning 
For every child to reach their full potential and flourish, the school and family must work together and 
support each other.  Please do all you can to help your child by talking to them about their learning and 
ensuring they practise key skills regularly, especially reading.  We provide the following to help parents know 
about what’s happening in school and how your child is doing: 

 termly learning overviews for each class to show the key learning and vocabulary for that term 
 regular school newsletters sent by email to keep you up to date with the main events 
 a regularly updated school website, with photographs of activities and trips and latest news items 

(www.wilburton.cambs.sch.uk)  
 news and information on the school Twitter account @WilburtonPri 
 parent evenings in the autumn and spring terms 
 an end-of-year school report in the summer term 
 reading record books for parents and teachers to share comments about reading for children in 

Reception to Year 5 
 individual provision records for children who have regular additional out-of-class support and termly 

meetings with the class teacher for children with SEND 
 opportunities for parents to come in to school for events 
 parent workshops for phonics 
 a weekly Celebration Assembly when we come together to celebrate the success of all our children.   

 

 
 
For children in the Early Years Foundation Stage (Reception), we use Tapestry Online Learning Journal to 
record our observations and track their progress.  Parents and carers are able to view their child’s progress, 
the activities provided for them, and how much fun they’re having, whilst also uploading their own 
comments and media.  You can download the Tapestry app from app stores or use on the website 
https://tapestryjournal.com/  
 
Children in Year 1-6 have Google Education accounts and we use Google Classroom for these year groups 
for them to organise their online learning.  We also subscribe to Purple Mash, a cross-curricular website for 
primary school children.  It enables children to explore and enhance their knowledge in a fun and creative 
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way.  Each child has login information for the website, enabling them to start, save and continue tasks both 
at school and at home.  Purple Mash has apps that can be used across the curriculum, but we also use it to 
help teach computing and e-safety.  Children in Year 2 and above also have logins for Nessy Reading and 
Spelling – a fun, online resource to support them with improving their Literacy skills. 
 
Home Learning: We try to emphasise to children that we are all continually learning, whatever stage of life 
we’re at, and this learning occurs in lots of different environments.  We regularly invite children to share 
something they have learnt outside school with their class – this can be linked to their topic, interests they 
have, clubs they attend or things they like doing.  Other home-learning consists of weekly phonics or 
spellings to learn, number facts and, of course, reading every day.  For children in Class 1 and 2, when a 
child reads at home we ask that parents sign, date and write down the page number reached to help staff 
monitor progress. Reading with and to your child and encouraging them to read independently is the most 
important thing you can do to support their education!  No child is “too old” to enjoy being read to! 
 

Preparing your Child for School 
There are a number of ways in which you can help your child prepare for school so that they can begin 
school with confidence and as independent people.  It is important to note that children get very tired 
when they start school and will need plenty of sleep and rest.  You can also help to prepare your child by: 

 encouraging sharing and taking turns 
 encouraging your child to ask for help when they need it 
 talking to your child about their surroundings 
 being clear and consistent with rules and expectations of behaviour 
 helping your child to understand their emotions by giving them a commentary on how they are 

feeling 
 praising their effort, rather than just their success 
 ensuring they can use the toilet correctly and independently (including flushing the toilet and 

washing their hands afterwards, and using a urinal for boys) 
 teaching them how to dress and undress themselves in readiness for PE, putting shoes on the correct 

feet and putting on and fastening up a coat 
 writing their name on all items so they can find their own belongings 
 teaching them how to hold a knife and fork 
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The Early Years Foundation Stage 
The children in Reception follow the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Framework.  This has seven areas 
of learning including three prime areas: Communication and Language, Physical Development and Personal, 
Social and Emotional Development; and four specific areas: Literacy, Mathematics, Understanding of the 
World and Expressive Arts and Design. These are taught through topics which have been carefully planned 
to engage and interest the children.  It is a very holistic approach to learning and places a strong emphasis 
on the individual child. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Play and Exploration are fundamental within our Reception class.  It means children often choose what 
activity they would like to do and have opportunities to engage with other children or adults or sometimes 
play alone.  They are also guided towards activities at times to ensure a broad and rich curriculum and to 
support them in trying new things.  During these activities the children will learn by first-hand experiences - 
by actively ‘doing’.  Activities will be planned through discussion with 
the children around their current interests, as well as taking into 
account their learning styles and stages of development.  Our 
environment will enable children to take risks and make mistakes, try 
things out and make sense of relationships - ultimately allowing all 
children to fulfil their potential. 
 

 
Mr James Lennon and Mrs Kate Shepherd are the 
Fieldmice Class teachers (Reception and Year 1). 
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Transition Arrangements for Reception Children 
To make it easier for children, parents and staff to get to know each other we have developed a system to 
ensure that your child’s transition into Reception is as smooth as possible.   
 
Dates and times of these sessions will be listed in our transition programme given to new parents. 
 
In September, we operate a staggered entry into school. This is to ensure we can welcome children into the 
classroom individually and have more time to help them settle into the classroom environment. You will be 
informed which day your child is to enter school for their first day.  
 
Children gradually enter into full-time attendance over the course of the first few weeks. This is detailed in 
a timetable given to new parents. While the children are attending part time, please collect them from the 
main entrance area. Once they are attending full time, they should be collected from the school 
playground. 
 

Phonics, Reading and Writing 
Phonics: Children take part in a high-quality phonics session for thirty minutes every day.  We use the Read, 
Write Inc. phonics programme.  These are fun sessions involving lots of speaking and listening games where 
the emphasis is on children’s active participation.  They begin by playing with sounds (phonemes) in a 
variety of contexts and then progress onto hearing sounds within words.  The children are taught a 
selection of phonemes and begin to blend (put the sounds together to help them read) and segment (chop 
the words up for writing).  The children are taught both the letter sounds and their names and use their 
phonic knowledge for reading and writing activities.  Within these sessions there is a strong emphasis on 
high frequency words and tricky words which the children need to recognise rather than decode (sound 
out) e.g. ‘the’ or ‘who’. 

 
Left: Paired reading is a core feature of the 
daily Read Write Inc Phonics programme. 
 
A link on our website will take to you a 
video showing how to articulate the sounds 
with your child: 
http://www.wilburton.cambs.sch.uk/ 
index.php/children/phonics-help  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reading: From the moment your child starts school s/he will be encouraged to develop a love of books. 
Staff will plan for the development of your child’s spoken language in many ways – through drama, singing, 
telling stories and rhymes. Your child will be bringing books home before half term.  The most important 
thing you can do for your child’s education is to share stories and books together (preferably daily but at 
least five times a week).  This includes reading to your child, reading out loud together or in turns, listening 
to your child read or talking about stories.   
 
Your child will be heard reading individually by both the teacher and teaching assistants who are all trained 
in how to support the development of reading.  At this early stage in reading, the emphasis is on enjoying 
the books together, discussing the story line and predicting what is going to happen next.  Initially, your 
child will bring home a picture book to start their reading journey and later will have books with writing and 
flashcards of words to learn which ensures they are familiar and fluent with high frequency words. 
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Our new school library is stocked with a fantastic range of exciting fiction and non-fiction books for all age 
groups. 
 
Queries about reading:  All children progress at different rates and reading is not a race!  However, if you 
have any worries or questions about your child’s reading please speak to the class teacher. 
 
Writing:  Children will learn how to form and write letters and numbers correctly once they start school. If 
your child is keen and interested to learn, then please teach your child to write in lower case letters and not 
capitals unless it is the start of their name.    
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Wilburton School Association 
The Wilburton School Association consists of a 
small yet highly committed group of parents 
who work to enrich school life for all children.  
They run fundraising activities throughout the 
year, including our annual school fete, cake 
sales, raffle draws, children’s discos, 
community quiz night and stalls at village 
events.  The WSA also provide events for 
children in school, such as the Christmas Party 
and special trips.  They work with the school 
to raise money to buy additional resources 
and workshops for children.  Recently funds 
raised have helped with funding our school 
library, a sensory space for children with 
additional needs, a pantomime visit, 
additional subject resources and our fantastic 
multi-purpose cabin.   
 
All families are invited to support the WSA, and they always welcome volunteers for particular events as well 
as new committee members.   
 

Wilburton Out of School Club 
Wilburton Out of School Club (WOOSC) offers a before and after school club where children can enjoy a 
range of stimulating activities and games.  The Governing Body has overall responsibility, but a 
management committee oversees the daily organisation of the affairs of the club.   
 
The Breakfast Club is available from 7.45-8.45am.  A light breakfast is available to the children who 
participate in this early morning activity.  The After-School Club opens daily from 3.15-5.30pm.  
 
If you would like further information, including the current rates, or wish to register your child for either 
session please contact the School Office.   
 
During the summer break a Holiday Club is usually organised for the first two weeks of the holidays.  The 
club, which is only for children currently attending Wilburton C of E Primary School, runs from 8:00am until 
5.30pm every day and has a full programme of exciting events, including swimming, animal experiences 
and crafts. 
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Further Information and Contacts 
We hope you have found this information booklet helpful as you prepare to join our school.  If you have 
further questions, or wish to discuss your child in particular with us, please get in touch. 

 General enquiries, or to arrange school visits or meetings with a teacher: contact Aileen Seabrook 
or Dawn Fryer in the School Office.  Phone 01353 740269 or email office@wilburton.cambs.sch.uk  

 Questions about the school: contact the headteacher, David Aston.  Email 
head@wilburton.cambs.sch.uk 

 Queries about transition for children with SEND: contact Cath White, Special Educational Needs Co-
ordinator.  Email cwhite@wilburton.cambs.sch.uk  

 
 

 
 

Above: Our Year 6 at Grafham Water Centre, May 2021 


